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Paisley IB MYP Magnet School  
Academic Honesty Policy  

 
The IBO’s stated goal is to educate caring, open-minded, and balanced young people who will help 
create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect. Intrinsic to 
all of the foregoing (in addition to the seven other Learner Profile attributes) is academic honesty. 
This document sets forth a policy of academic honesty for the students, faculty and administrators of 
Paisley IB Magnet School in terms of the IB program model and its philosophy. It describes and 
discusses specific practices that are promoted and encouraged. 
An IB student cannot be said to be a true lifelong learner if he or she is not academically honest. 
Only through ethics and honesty can IB students become young adults, who understand that other 
people, even with their differences, can be true and influential to a student’s growth as IB learners. 
At the core of IB are the ten attributes of the IB Student Learner Profile that are implemented at all 
three levels of the program. At the heart of this academic policy are three MYP Learner Profile 
attributes: principled, thinker, and reflective. 
The Ten Attributes of the IB Student Learner Profile 
Inquirers develop a natural curiosity, which allows them to conduct inquiry, research, and show 
independence in their learning. 
Knowledgeable learners explore concepts, ideas, and issues that have global significance in a 
balanced range of disciplines. 
Thinkers exercise initiative in applying skills to make reasoned and ethical decisions. 
Communicators understand and express ideas with confidence and creativity. 
Principled learners’ actions show integrity and honesty. 
Open-minded learners understand their own culture and are open to perspectives of other cultures. 
Caring learners understand and can show empathy, compassion, and respect towards the needs and 
feelings of others. 
Risk- Takers show courage and fore-thought when approaching unfamiliar situations. 
Balanced learners understand the importance of intellectual, physical, and emotional balance for all. 
Reflective learners give thought to their learning and experiences while assessing their strengths and 
weaknesses.  
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All Paisley IB Magnet MYP faculty members agree that the academically honest student: 
DOES  Summarize and acknowledge information derived electronically or from printed sources.  Acknowledge help from any person other than self.  Acknowledge the source of direct quotations.  Acknowledge information taken from all sources.  Understand what constitutes academic honesty and abides by the rules.   Report to school staff students who cheat. 

 
DOES NOT  Use notes during a test unless allowed by a teacher.  Copy from another student during a test.  Copy another student’s homework/classwork.  Hand in another’s work as his/her own.  Complete assignments for another student.  Give another student his/her own work to copy. 
 
The Paisley IB Magnet MYP student understands that to be academically honest:  
DOES   Acknowledge help from any person other than self.  Acknowledge the source of direct quotations.  Acknowledge information taken from all sources.  Know what constitutes academic honesty and abides by the rules.   Report others who cheat to school staff. 
 
DOES NOT  Use notes or any other aids during a test unless allowed by a teacher.  Copy from another student during a test.  Copy another student’s homework/classwork.  Copy work electronically and submit it as his/her own.  Hand in another’s work as his/her own.   Complete assignments for another student.  Give another student his/her own work to copy.  Communicate with other students during a test. 
 Academic Dishonesty and Malpractice Defined with Minimum Consequences1 
This list is not exhaustive. Academic dishonesty can, in general, take different forms: 
 Plagiarism: taking work, words, ideas, pictures, information or anything that has been produced 

by someone else and submitting it for assessment as one’s own (without in-text, parenthetic 
citation). Students guilty of this infraction will be afforded an opportunity to revise their work 
assuming that proper attribution of their sources is present in a Works Cited page attached to the 
original document. Such revision will be required for any document found to have ten percent or 

                                                 
1 Definitions are derived from an IB Academic Honesty position paper authored by Jude Carroll as well as policies 
published online by other IB schools. 
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more similar material as evaluated by Turnitin.com (or other district recognized document 
analysis tool). The document will receive zero until the similarity score is at ten percent or less. 
In line with the school district’s published policy, the research guidelines set forth by the Modern 
Language Association (MLA) shall serve as the style book for Paisley student research papers. 

 Copying: taking work of another student, with or without his or her knowledge and submitting 
as one’s own. Both students will receive a zero for the assignment. The work of both students 
will be confiscated by any faculty member who suspects that copying is being committed and 
returns to the teacher by whom the work was originally assigned and will adjudicate the matter. 

 Exam cheating: communicating with another student in an exam, bringing unauthorized 
material into an exam room, or consulting such material during an exam in order to gain an 
unfair advantage. This infraction will result in an immediate zero for the student and a 
termination of the test event for the student. A zero will also result if a student is shown to have 
been consciously aiding another student in the same test. 

 Duplication: submitting work that is substantially the same for assessment in different courses 
without the consent of all teachers involved. Such an infraction will be deemed “copying” and 
result in a zero for all students involved. However, teachers are encouraged to confer before 
penalties are assessed. (This rule should not discourage inter-disciplinary projects.) 

 Falsifying data: creating or altering data which have not been collected in an appropriate way. If 
the activity is deemed to consciously attempted, the work will receive a zero. If the student can 
demonstrate that the data infraction is accidental, student shall be given an opportunity to correct 
the data error without penalty. 

 Collusion: helping another student to be academically dishonest. This infraction will be applied 
to any of the foregoing infractions with similar penalties for all students involved. 

Students will be instructed about the Academic Honesty Policy  
Students will receive instruction in:  The use of the school’s Media Center and Internet for research  Basic note taking skills  Simple paraphrasing and adaptation of source  The Modern Language Association guide for research paper style as well as scholarly ethics  Ways to acknowledge sources informally in writing and speech  Relevant use of direct quotations and citations  Simple ways to acknowledge information derived from electronic sources  Creation of a Works Cited page  What constitutes breaking the academic honesty policy and malpractice thereof  How to cite sources on electronic presentations 
Because academic honesty is vital to IB and because each academic discipline experiences unique 
issues, all faculty members must/will discuss the issue of academic dishonesty in their classrooms 
and explain how the Academic Honesty Policy applies in the individual courses. Teachers will 
review what constitutes proper and improper forms of academic collaboration in each discipline. 
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For example, math teachers encourage stronger students to work with and/or coach fellow students 
who need assistance. Discussion and demonstration is supported; but, simple copying of problems 
and their solutions does not help the students’ understanding of underlying principles and functions. 
In science courses, wherein lab exercises are a necessity, students are required work in teams. 
However, students are responsible for their own notes and lab results; but, students are expected to 
work cooperatively and collaboratively when conducting procedures. In the sciences, a premium is 
placed on effective group-work practices, but students are responsible for their own conclusions. 
All compositions of sufficient length (usually more than 500 words assigned) should be 
accompanied by a separate in-text, parenthetic citations and a related Works Cited page. Teachers 
will make document submission to “Turnitin.com” a routine part of any composition assignment. 
However, discussion of ideas to be used in a composition should be standard form of peer 
collaboration. “Turnitin.com” has been available to both high school years and may be soon 
available to the three middle school years. 
Consequences for not following the Academic Honesty Policy 
The principal, as head of school, is the arbiter of any violation of the academic honesty policy. After 
determining that a student has violated the Honesty Code, the relevant teacher in consultation with 
the principal, may apply one (or any combination) of the following sanctions: 

1. Require the student to complete another assignment.  
2. Assign a grade of F or zero for the assignment with no opportunity to make up the work.  
3. Assign a grade penalty for the assignment. If a final grade penalty is assigned, the instructor 

may indicate the penalty on the progress/report card with a notation of "HV" (Honesty 
Violation) beside the grade. This notation will prevent the removal or change of the grade 
penalty. 

Parents and students should understand that a first offense constitutes a Level One violation of the 
Winston-Salem Forsyth County School District’s published disciplinary code. A first offense will 
include a D-1, require a parent conference, and will be recorded in the student’s record. Parents and 
students should understand that any recorded incident of academic dishonesty will become part of a 
student’s permanent record and be viewable by college or university admissions officers. 
A Level One offense may be elevated, by aggravating circumstances (a test key is stolen and 
circulated to other students), to Level Three or Four, which may result in either in-school or out-of-
school suspension as determined by the principal. 
Responsibilities of staff, students and parents   
All Paisley IB staff, students, and parents should be aware of the contents of this document and what 
constitutes academic dishonesty. They should be aware of the consequences for academic 
dishonesty. To demonstrate this awareness, the form below should be signed by all parties. 
Parents should speak to their children about the need for honesty and why honesty and ethical 
behavior are important in terms of academic their academic development. 
Teachers should explain what this policy means to students in the specific terms of the work that 
they require/assign students to produce. They should speak to students regularly during the drafting 
of work, when the student/teacher interaction is more collaborative and formative than evaluative.   
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Coordinators (Curriculum and IB) should ensure that academic honesty and dishonesty is 
explained to the staff, students, and parents at relevant times, giving examples of both good and bad 
practice where possible. They should investigate any suspected breaches of the standard in an open 
and fair way. Their recommendations to the principle should be clear and reasoned. 
Principal as Head of School is the authority in every case. He/she will judge the merits of any 
infraction and communicate a decision with reasons of his/her findings and the penalty he or she 
determines to be appropriate to all of those concerned. 
Students should recognize that they are ultimately responsible for their own work and that the 
consequences of any breaches of the standard of academic honesty will be theirs alone. As long as 
students endeavor to follow this policy, they will enjoy a great degree of personal academic freedom. 
When they violate the code, students voluntarily surrender their freedom and privileges and become 
subject to the school’s and district’s disciplinary policies. Student should speak to teachers regularly 
about their work and show drafts of it at various stages in the production process as directed. 
Students should ask teachers for advice especially if they are, at any time, unsure of what they have 
or have not done or should do with regard to referencing sources and creating proper attribution.



Page 6 
 

 
The form below must be signed and returned to each home room teacher by  

_____________________. 
(date) 

Paisley IB Academic Honesty Policy 
Declaration: 
 
I confirm that I have read, understand and agree to abide by the Paisley IB 
Magnet School Academic Honesty Policy. 
 
 
Student’s name: ________________________________________     Date: _________________     (printed)  
Signature: _____________________________________________ 
 
 
Parent/Guardian’s name: ________________________________     Date: _________________       (printed)  
Signature ______________________________________________ 


